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SECURITY COUNCIL VOTE ON ARMS TO S. AFRICA 


ANSCR: AN ATTEMPT TO ESTABLIS'! AN INTERNATIONAL EMBARGO ON 
ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA WAS DEFEATED IN THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL TUESDAY. VOA NEMS AMALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES 
THE VOTE: 
VOICE: THE DETATE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF NAMIBIA-- FORMERLY KNOWN 
AS SOUTHHEST AFRICA-- HAS SEEN GOING ON IN THE U.N. SECURITY 
CQUHCIL FOR MORE THA! THO MONTHS. THE PROSLEM, OF COURSE, IS HOW 
TO EMD SOUTH AFRICA'S CONTROL OVER NAMIBIA SO THAT IT CAN BECOME 
Al INDEPENDENT MATION, RECENTLY, SEVERAL COUNCIL MEMBERS INTRODUCE? 


A RESOLUTION CALLING Of ALL NATIONS TO STOP SENDING MILITARY 


SUPPLIES TO SOUT} AFRICA, 7 HEATUTE UNAS DEFEATED TUESDAY IN AN 
VUHUSUAL VTRIPLE VETO" “y 3RITAIH, FRAHCE AND THE UNITED STATES, 

NOU, THES HIGHT SEEM INCGHSISTT:T, IN VIE:! OF THE FACT THAT THE 
THREE COUNTRIES IN QUESTION ARE ON THE RECORD AS FAVORING 
INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR NAMIBIA. COPT) IN FACT, 

THEY WERE ISMEDTATELY ACCUSED OF BEING “ INSENSITIVE TO AFRICAN 
ASPIRATIONS" AiD, IN EFFECT, OF ENCOURAGING SOUTH AFRICA TO 
CONTINUE ITS CONTROL OVER THE DISPUTED TERRITORY." CEND OPT) 

THE VOTE, HOWEVER, HAS TO BE SEEN IN THE LIGHT OF RECENT 
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO SECURE A PEACEFUL SOUTH AFRICAN WITHDRAWAL 
FROM NAMIBIA. LAST MONTH, SECRETARY KISSINGER-- DURING HIS TRIP 
TO SEVERAL SOUTHERN AFRICAN COUNTRIES=~ HELD EXTENDED CONVERSATIONS 
OW THIS SUBJECT WITH BLACK AFRICAN LEADERS AND WITH PRIMF MINISTER 
VORSTER, WITH WHOM HiE HAD MET ON EARLIER OCCASIONS TO DISCUSS THIS 
AND OTHER SUBJECTS. HIS AIM, AT :1E SAID BEFORE LEAVING WASHINGTON, 
WAS TO EXPLORE WAYS OF ARRANGING A FRAMEWORK FOR NEGOTIATIONS, THE 


DETAILS OF THE KISSINGER-VORSTER TALKS HAVE NOT SEEN MADE PUBLIC, 
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BUT ON HIS RETURN MR, RISSINGER REPORTED TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
THAT PROGRESS HAD GEEI! MADE TOWARD ACHIEVING THE AIMS SOUGHT BY 
MASHINGTOMN. THEY INCLUDE INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA WITHIN A SHORT, 
FIXED TIHE LIMIT. .... A CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENC® AT A NEUTRAL 
LOCATION UNDER U.N. SPOHSORSHIP.... AND THE PARTICIPATION IN THAT 
CONFERENCE OF ALL AUTHENTIC NATIGHAL FORCES, SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING 
S.W.A.P.O.-- THE SOUTIP'EST AFRICAN PEOPLES ORGANIZATION, 

IT WAS OBVIOUSLY WITH THESE DEVELOPMENTS IN MIND THAT THE 
THREE COUNTRIES VETOED THE RESOLUTION TUESDAY-- AND TwO OTHERS 
ARBSTAINED FROM VOTING. IN THE WORDS OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, 
WILLIAT SCRANTON: COPT) " UE HAVE IN SIGHT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA..... WE DO NOT FEEL THAT THE MEASURES 
CALLED FOR IW THE RESOLUTION WILL IiPROVE THE CHANCES TO GAIH 
A FREE AND INDEPENDENT NAMIBIA. lit FACT, THEY COULD DO JUST 
THE OPPOSITE, CEND OPT) IT \!OULD RE TRAGIC, "IF THE DELICATE 
FABRIC OF NEGOTIATIONS WERE TO TE TORN ASUNDER BY ANY PRECIPITATE 
MOVE AT THIS TIME. ° 

ACTUALLY, THE UNITED STATES HAS MAINTAINED ITS OWN ARMS EMBARGO 
AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA FOR ALMOST FIFTFE® YEARS-- AND HAS MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT IT CONSIDERS SOUTH AFRICA'S ROLE IN NAMIRIA TO BE 
TLLEGAL,. WASHINGTON'S CONCERN, HOWEVER, IS TO TRY TO END THAT 
ROLE-- AND TO SECURE NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE BY PEACEFUL MEANS, 
GIVEN THE IMPROVED PROSPECTS FOR A SETTLEMENT THROUGH NEGOTIATION, 
THE ARMS EMGARGO RESOLUTION SEEMED -- CERTAINLY AT THIS TIME-- 
BOTH UNNECESARY AND UNDERSIRABLE. 
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